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place and with whom I lived ; but I told her that
Mrs. Conan had saved me from the workhouse,
and was as much of a mother to me as it was
possible for her to be, that we loved each other,
and that it would be very wrong of me to leave
her now, especially that she was not so well as
she had been ; and 1 believe she then saw the
thing as I saw it. She made me play to her, was
pleased—indeed surprised, until I told her how I
had been supporting myself—and insisted on my
resuming my studies with her, which I was only
too glad to do. I now of course got on much
faster, and she expressed satisfaction with my
progress, but continued manifestly uneasy at the
kind of thing I had to encounter, and became of
necessity more and more familiar with.

“When Mrs. Conan fell ill, I had indeed hard
work of it. Unlike most of her class, she had
laid by a trifle of money, but as soon as she
ceased to add to it, it began to dwindle, and was
very soon gone. Do what I could for a while, if
it had not been for the kindness of the neighbours,
I should sometimes have been in want of bread ;
and when I hear hard things said of the poor, I
often think that surely improvidence is not so
bad as selfishness. But, of course, there are all
sorts amongst them, just as there are all sorts in
every class, When I went out to teach, now one,
now another of the women in the house would
take charge of my friend ; and when I came home,
except her guardian happened to have got tipsy,
I never found she had been neglected. Miss
Harper said I must raise my terms ; but I told
her that would mean the loss of my pupils. Then
she said she must sec what could be done for me,
only no one she knew was likely to employ a
child like me, if I were able to teach ever so well.
One morning, however, within a week, a note
came from Lady Bernard, asking me to go and
see her.

“I went, and found—a mother. You do not
know her, I think? But you must one day.
Good people like you must come together, I
will not attempt to describe her. She awed me
at first, and I could hardly speak to her—I was
not much more than thirteen then—but with the
awe came a certain confidence which was far better
than ease. The immediate result was that she
engaged me to go and play for an hour five days a
week at a certain hospital for sick children in the
neighbourhood which she partly supported. She
was too wise to pay me much at first. She inquired
before making me the offer how much I was
already earning, asked me upon how much I
could support Mrs. Conan and myself comfort-
ably, and then made the sum of my weekly earn-
ings up to thatamount. At thesame time, how-
ever, she sent many things to warm and feed the

old woman, so that my mind was set at ease about
her. She got a good deal better for a while, but
continued to suffer so much from rheumatism,
that she was quite unfit to go out charing any
more ; and I would not hear of her again expos-
ing herself to the damps and draughts of empty
houses, so long as I was able to provide for her—
of which ability you may be sure I was not a
little proud at first.”
( To be continued. )
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